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NAVRH UZNESENIA

Komisia pre kulttru, média a ochranu kultirneho dedicstva

odportica mestskému zastupitel'stvu schvalit' Navrh na schvalenie vstupu a Clenstva mesta Bratislava v

medzinarodnej sieti World Cities Culture Forum.



Dovodova sprava

Vstupovanie do medzinarodnych kulturnych sieti ako je WCCF uz nie je len otazkou
prestize alebo formalnych stretnuti najvy$Sich predstavitelov mesta. Ide o strategicku
nevyhnutnost pre kazdé moderné mesto, ktoré chce uspiet v globalnej konkurencii.

Posledné roky (pandémia, geopolitické zmeny) ukazali, ze kultdrny sektor je mimoriadne
zranitelny. Byt sucCastou siete znamena mat pristup ku krizovému manazmentu a kolektivnej
podpore. Mesta v sietach si navzajom radia, ako udrzat kulturu pri Zivote aj v tazkych
c¢asoch. Sucasné vyzvy - ¢i uz ide o klimatickd zmenu, vytlacanie umelcov z centier miest, alebo
socialnu izolaciu - su v Londyne, Helsinkach a Bratislave ¢asto podobné. Medzinarodné siete
funguju ako databazy rieSeni problémov a ¢lenovia mézu osvedcené rieSenia a modely okamzite
adaptovat. Svet kultury sa dramaticky meni aj pod vplyvom umelej inteligencie a digitalizacie. Byt
v sieti s lidrami znamena byt pri zdroji informacii, ako tieto technolégie vyuzit napr. v kulturnych
instituciach.

Vstup do siete by pre mesto Bratislava znamenal sp6sob, akym podporit implementaciu
Dekady pre kulturu: Koncepcia udrzatelného rozvoja kultury Bratislava 2030, ateda celkovy
rozvoj mesta. Sietovanie je formou medzindrodnej spoluprace, ktora prinasa rieSenia, vizie, ale aj

Siet WCCF Standardne uzatvara nové partnerstva s va¢simi metropolami, a teda mestami
s minimalne 1,5 milidnom obyvatelov. Hoci Bratislava toto kritérium nesp[ﬁa, aktivna
ucast zastupkyn na Dni eurépskych lidrov poéas samitu v Amsterdame preukazala prinos
mesta Bratislava pre siet aWCCF jej udelilo populaéni vynimku. Bratislava tak bola
uznana za lidra v oblasti kultury a inovaciiv regidéne strednej Eurdpy a postavena napriek nizSiemu
podtu obyvatelov na Uroven svetovych metropol ako Londyn, New York ¢i Pariz.

Po komplexnej analyze Oddelenie kultiry HM BA odporuca sa do siete WCCF zapojit,
t.j. uzavriet Dohodu o partnerstve s WCCF a stat sa plnohodnotnym ¢lenom tejto prestiznej siete.

Prijatie HM BA ako ¢lena bude vyzadovat:

e uzavretie Dohody o partnerstve mesta (City Partnership Agreement);

e Uhradu poplatku vo vySke £21 000 (vstupny poplatok + 2-ro¢na participéacia)®;

¢ vyplnenie dotaznika WCCF o profile mesta, ktory bude zverejneny na webovej stranke
siete;

e zakladny zber dat o kulture HMBA ziadany sietou od novych ¢lenov.

124 290,70 eur - prepocet podla aktualneho kurzu k 23.3.2026.



Dolozka vplyvov

Stanovisko Sekcie financii - Oddelenia rozpoctovej politiky a revizie vydavkov:

Financné prostriedky vsume £21 000 (24 290,70 eur) na uhradu vstupného poplatku, ktory
pokryva 2-ro¢né Clenské v sieti WCCF, su zahrnuté v rdmci schvaleného rozpocCtu hl. mesta SR
Bratislavy, Oddelenia kultiry narok 2026, a to v ramci programového rozpoctu Koncepcia rozvoja
kultury v hlavhom meste SR Bratislave (Stratégia) 630 - BV tovary a sluzby alebo Transfery na
koncepciu rozvoja kultury v hlavhom meste SR Bratislave 640.

Bratislava, 26.03.2026

Vypracoval Ing. Marek Roman,
Oddelenie rozpoctovej politiky a revizie vydavkov, Sekcia financii

Stanovisko Utvaru mestskych stratégii a analyz:

Iniciativu &lenstva vo WCCF vnimame pozitivne najma v kontexte pripravy datovych a policy
podkladov pre nové PHSR, ktoré vychadza prave na obdobie 2027-2029 s viziou schvalenia PHSR
v druhej poloviciroka 2029. Benchmarkovanie a zber best practices v kultirnej oblasti na zaklade
kvalitnych a aktudlnych dat je idealnym vstupom pre nové kultirne politiky mesta. Zaroven
odporuc¢ame vyuzit network na ziskanie kontaktov pre rozvoj kultirnych projektov z grantovych
vyziev.

Bratislava, 27.03.2026
Vypracoval Mgr. Jan Mazur, PhD.,
UMSA



Informacia k zameru vstupu mesta Bratislava
do medzinarodnej siete WCCF (World Cities Culture Forum)

1. Ciel'siete World Cities Culture Forum

World Cities Culture Forum (Svetové forum kultury miest, neoficialny prekl. z angl.
originalu; dalej len WCCF) je popredna globalna siet zamerana na kultdru v mestach, ktora
zdruzuje lidrov a tvorcov kultirnych politik z viac ako 45 svetovych metropol (napr. Londyn,
New York, Pariz, Tokio, Soul, Sydney, ale aj VarSava, Vieden Ci Kyjev). Zastupuje tak vySe 260
miliénov ludi na Siestich kontinentoch. Ide o ,diplomaciu miest cez kultdru®, vramci ktorej si
mesta vzajomne pomahaju rast.

WCCF je nezavisla charitativna organizacia, registrovana a regulovana Komisiou pre
charitativne organizacie pre Anglicko a Wales. Je financovana z prispevkov partnerskych miesta
z grantov, pricom hlavnymi partnermi si: Mayor of London (mestska sprava Londyna poskytuje
sieti politické a administrativne zazemie), nadacia Bloomberg Philanthropies, OECD, siet
Eurocities a dalsi. Siet vznikla v roku 2012 pri prilezitosti olympijskych hier v Londyne. Svetovi lidri
si uvedomili, Ze kultira predstavuje kluCovy pilier rozvoja mesta. Formuje identitu
a konkurencieschopnost metropoly, rovnako ako velké investi¢né projekty.

Hlavnou iniciatorkou a zakladatelkou WCCEF je Justine Simons, ktord vtom ¢ase pdsobila
(a dodnes pOsobi) ako zastupkyna starostu Londyna pre kulturu a kreativny priemysel (Deputy
Mayor for Culture and the Creative Industries). Jej viziou bolo vytvorit siet, kde by si metropoly
z celého sveta vymienali data podobne, ako to robia v oblasti dopravy i financii. V ¢ase vzniku
siete sa kiniciative pridalo hned sedem svetovych metropol: New York, Pariz, Tokio, éanghaj,
Sydney, Johannesburg alstanbul. Kratko po vzniku sa pridal aj vyznamny donor — nadécia
Bloomberg Philanthropies. Tato podpora umoznila sieti profesionalizovat sa a pravidelne vydavat
svetové spravy o kultlre, ktoré primatori po celom svete pouzivaju pri argumentacii o rozpoctoch.

Pre WCCF a jej ¢lenov je kultura klu€¢om k uspechu kazdého moderného mesta, nielen
volnoCasovou aktivitou. Je realnou hnacou silou ekonomiky a socialneho rozvoja a ma priamy
vplyv na zdravie, blahobyt &i posiliovanie komunit. Cielom siete je tak vytvorit prosperujuce a
udrzatelné mesta buducnosti.

Zdroj / viac informacii: https://worldcitiescultureforum.com/
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https://worldcitiescultureforum.com/

2. Hlavné aktivity a benefity pre mesto vyplyvajuce z ¢lenstva:
¢ World Cities Culture Summit

Samit WCCF predstavuje najprestiznejSie svetové podujatie v oblasti kulturnych politik v
sUcasnosti. WCCF ho organizuje vzdy vinom ¢lenskom meste. Samity sa v minulosti uskuto€nili
v tychto mestach: Amsterdam, Dubaj, Helsinky, Istanbul, Lisabon, Londyn, Sao Paulo, San
Francisco a Soul. Najbliz§i samit sa uskutoéni v Tokiu od 28. - 30. oktébra 2026.

Podujatie je zamerané na konkrétne rieSenia problémov. Podla Statistik viac ako 50%
Ucastnikov po summite redlne implementovalo alebo vylepSilo kultirnu politiku vo svojom
meste. Ide o ,,masterclass“ v oblasti kultirnych politik a je investiciou mesta do know-how.
Hlavnymi formatmi su plenarne rokovania, odborné panely a workshopy. U&ast mé pre mesta
nielen strategicky, ale aj globalny vyznam. Je stretnutim najvyssich predstavitelov miest, zvySuje
mestam medzinarodny kredit a posiliuje bilateralne partnerstva. Okrem ucasti na samitoch
ziska Bratislava c¢lenstvom aj moznost uchadzat sa o hostovanie tohto podujatia
v buducnosti (napr. v roku 2029 alebo 2030).

e World Cities Culture Report

WCCF v trojro¢nych intervaloch publikuje tzv. World Cities Culture Report (Sprava o
kulture svetovych miest, neoficidalny prekl. zangl. originalu;dalej len Spréva).lde o
najkomplexnejsi globalny subor dat o kulture v mestach v sudc¢asnosti. Vyuzivaju ho tvorcovia
politik, média a akademicka obec a ilustruje, ako kultura pohana udrzatelny mestsky rozvoj.

Analyzy sarealizuju vspolupraci s OECD. Najva¢Sim problémom pri porovnavani
kultury v mestach je, Zze kazdé mesto pocita veci inak. OECD pomaha WCCF zladit tieto data tak,
aby boli v sulade sich medzinarodnymi Standardmi pre kreativnu ekonomiku. Vdaka tomu su
vystupy zo sprav WCCF akceptované nielen vrezorte kultury, ale aj vinych finanénych
odvetviach. Jednotna metodika zarucuje objektivne vysledky.

Zber dat atechnologické spracovanie spravy je mozné vdaka podpore nadacie
Bloomberg Philanthropies. Podpora nadacie Bloomberg presahuje ramec financovania—zahfnia
technologicku akceleraciu dat a umoznuje prevadzku ,,Global Data Platform®, ¢o je interaktivna
podoba Spravy. Sprava zvySuje prestiz mesta, buduje argumentacnu
zakladnu prostrednictvom svetového porovnavania (benchmarking) a ovplyvhuje lokalnu aj
globalnu advokaciuv oblasti mestskej kultury pomocou tvrdych dat. Zapojené mesta maju k
dispozicii 70+ indikatorov ukazujucich pozitivny vplyv kultury na ekonomiku.

Sprava vychadza od roku 2012 a jej 6. vydanie je naplanované na rok 2028. V pripade
vstupu Bratislavy do siete WCCF v roku 2026 bude uz v najblizSej Sprave uvedena.

Harmonogram pripravy 6. Spravy je nasledovny:

e 2026 - Revizia datového ramca: Konzultacie s mestami, aktualizacia ramca pre zber
dat. Cely proces bude riadit pracovna skupina "Data Working Group" zloZzena zo
zastupcov miest.

e 2027 - Zber dat: Odosielanie udajov a klu¢ovych pripadovych studii. Mestdm bude
asistovat odborny tim World Cities Culture Forum. Zber dat bude spusteny zacCiatkom
roka 2027.



e 2028 - Spustenie a Sirenie: Koncom roka 2028 déjde k oficialnemu vydaniu Spravy a
spusteniu globalnej kampane zameranej na inovacie a vplyv kultdry v mestach.

e Leadership Exchange Programme

Vymenné programy pre expertov sa stali vlajkovou lodou siete a prebiehaju s podporou
nadacie Bloomberg Philanthropies. Odbornici z oblasti kultdry cestuju na miesto
zadujmu osobne alebo si vymienaju skusenosti online formou. Od roku 2018 sa realizovalo 18
vymen expertov zo 41 miest. Prostrednictvom vzajomného ucenia sa (peer- to —peer) mohli
odbornici v ramci svojich samosprav replikovat uspesSné kulturne politiky napr. vtychto
oblastiach: dostupnost ateliérov, kultura a klimaticka zmena ¢i inkluzia.

Proces zapojenia sa do programu je jednoduchy. Mesta si podaju prihlasku, nezavisla
porota odbornikov (nie WCCF) posudi ziadosti aWCCF nasledne podpori proces
sprostredkovania a parovania miest pricom dohliadne, aby bol projekt v sulade so stratégiou
mesta. Ide o bilateralne alebo skupinové projekty miest, pricom za jedno mesto sa zvyCajne
zucastnuje na vymene 5-7 odbornikov. V skupinach expertov mézu byt zastupené aj iné ako
kulturne odvetvia, napr. urbanisti, architekti a pod.

Momentalne prebieha 3. tzv. ,round®, v ramci ktorého bolo podporenych 19 vymen (zo 45
prihldsenych). V roku 2026 este prebehne 7 takychto plne hradenych vymennych pobytov. Dalsie
»kolo“ avyzva na predkladanie prihlaSok sa ocakava v roku 2027. Spolo¢ny vymenny projekt
mo&zu predlozit aj viac ako 2 mesta sucasne.

e Global Fellowship

Ide o novy medzinarodny program WCCEF pre rozvoj talentov v oblasti kultirnej politiky.
Pilotny ro¢nik bude spusteny na jar 2026 v spolupraci s Dubajom vyhradne pre partnerské
mesta. Program je urCeny pre expertov a poradcov s viac ako 10 — 15-roénymi skisenostami v
oblasti kulturnej politiky v rémci miest alebo institlcii pridruzenych k mestu. VSetci Stipendisti
budu pocas trvania programu pracovat na rozvoji svojho prioritného projektu, ktory prinesie
uzitok ich mestu. Program Stipendia kombinuje ucast na samite World Cities Culture Summit
2026, tyzdnhovu prezenénu vzdelavaciu rezidenciu v Dubaji, online kurzy od globalnych lidrov, ako
aj mentoring podporujuci individualny projekt daného Stipendistu. Program bude prebiehat od
septembra 2026 do februara 2027.

e Advokacia a lobing

Férum sa aktivne zapadja do tvorby politik na lokalnej aj medzinarodnej urovni. Lobuje, aby
sa investicie dokultirya kreativneho priemyslu povazovali za strategické pre rozvoj
miest. Aktivhe ovplyviuje eurdpske politiky a Bratislava tak bude moct spolu s ostatnymi
¢lenmi participovat na tvorbe legislativnych ramcov v oblasti kultury a mestského rozvoja.
Program pre kultiru, média, prava a hodnoty - AgoraEU (2028 - 2034), ktorého ambiciou je
zdvojnasobit rozpocet na kultarne iniciativy, bude jednou z oblasti, kde bude WCCF
transformovat lokalne potreby mesta Bratislava do spoloénych pozicii. Mesto bude moéct
navrhy predkladat a pripomienkovat vexpertnych skupinach siete. Rovnako bude vcas
informované o pripravovanych vyzvach a legislativnych zmenach, ¢o mu umozni reagovat
dostato¢ne v predstihu. Tato ¢innost WCCF predstavuje aktivny nastroj na ochranu zaujmov
mesta v Bruseli.



Dalsie vyhody vyplyvajtice z élenstva pre Bratislavu:

pristup k dedikovanej platforme ,,Partners Hub“, obsahujticej klu¢ové informacie, zdroje,
materialy k vymennym programom a kontakty na kolegov z inych miest;

UcCast v pracovnych skupinach (tzv. Taskforces) zameranych na rieSenie konkrétnych
naliehavych vyziev, ktorym €elia moderné metropoly;

narok na uvedenie vo vyrocnej sprave o aktualnom diani World Cities Culture Trends;
Ucast na vyskumnych projektoch s poprednymi organizaciami;

moznost vystupit na globalnych podujatiach ako je MONDIACULT ¢i Svetové ekonomické
forum;

zisk novych kontaktov a partnerstiev;

pristup k odbornym webinarom a online stretnutiam.

Doélezité terminy pre rok 2026

V¢asny vstup do siete umozni mestu Bratislava zapojit sa do vSetkych aktivit, ktoré siet

WCCF v roku 2026 planuje realizovat. Je dblezité stihnut proces vstupu do siete v prvej polovici
roka 2026, kedze konzultacie a zber podkladov prebiehaju priebezne.

april — jun 2026: nominacie a prihlasky do nového programu Global Fellowship;
jul-september 2026: finalizacia programu World Cities Culture Summit a potvrdenie
re¢nikov;

1. september 2026: termin registracie na World Cities Culture Summit;

28. - 30. oktéber 2026: konanie 15. World Cities Culture Summitv Tokiu, kde prebehnu
finalne konzultacie k novému World Cities Culture Report s mestami;

priebezne: konzultacie k 6. vydaniu World Cities Culture Report;

priebezne: zber podkladov do publikacie World Cities Culture Trends 2027, ktora bude
zachytavat klucové trendy a inovacie v kulturnych politikach;

priebezne: mapovanie umelej inteligencie (Al) pre kultdrnu infrasStrukturu - Projekt v
spolupraci s Google Arts & Culture;

priebezne: tematické pracovné skupiny (Taskforces) - v roku 2026 budu mesta
pozyvané do pracovnych skupin k témam ako udrzatelny cestovny ruch alebo zdravie
a blahobyt.

Struktara élenskych (Fees)

WCCF stanovilo termin Uhrady ¢lenskych poplatkov na 30. april 2026. Bratislava dostala

vynimku a v pripade schvalenia ¢lenstva mestskym zastupitelstvom bude mozné zaplatit clensky
poplatok a pristupit k sieti dodatocne po tomto termine. Pre nové mesta plati pravidlo, Zze do siete
vstupuju minimalne na dva roky.

Pre nové mesta
Vstupny poplatok + 2-ro¢na participacia: £21 000 (24 290,70 eur)

Pre existujucich ¢lenov

Férum motivuje existujucich partnerov k viacroénym zavazkom (2 alebo 3 roky):
1 rok: £8 000 (9 253,48 eur)

2 roky: £14 150 (16 367,09 eur)

3 roky: £19 350 (22 382,14 eur)?

2 prepocet podla aktudlneho kurzu k 23.3.2026



Prinosy a navratnost investicie do ¢lenstva vo WCCF pre Bratislavu:

Pristup k financovanym programom, Ucast na globalnych prieskumoch, pristup k datam
a hodnota ziskaného know — how vyrazne prevysuje vySku ¢lenského prispevku. Mesto eliminuje
naklady, ktoré by muselo na vyskumy a vzdeldvanie lidrov separatne vynalozit.

e Uspora nakladov na expertizu

Mesto ziska pristup k databaze overenych rieSeni svetovych metropol. Namiesto drahych
analyz na klt¢ (v hodnote desiatok tisic eur) prebera overené modely. Clenstvo tak nahradza ¢ast
nakladov na externych konzultantov.

Odbornym garantom pre metodiku World Cities Culture Report, najkomplexnejSim
globalnym datasetom o kulture v mestach, je OECD. Datova autorita OECD nastavuje globalne
Standardy pre meranie kultiry a umoznuje mestu argumentovat tvrdymi datami o prinose kultury
k HDP azamestnanosti. Klu¢ovym partnerom je nadéacia Bloomberg Philanthropies. Pristup
k porovnavacim datam zviac ako 45 svetovych metropol umoznuje mestu presne identifikovat
svoje silné stranky a medzery bez potreby zadavania drahych individualnych porovnavacich
studii.

Mesto Bratislava sa bude moct zapojit aj do Specializovanych vyskumnych projektov.
V roku 2026 siet realizuje napr. vyskumy zamerané na mapovanie umelej inteligencie (Al) pre
kultdrnu infrastrukturu a vplyv kultdry na zdravie.

e Ugast na World Cities Culture Summit

WCCEF hradi tri noci ubytovania, dopravu v ramci miesta konania samitu a stravu. Poplatok
zahfna ucast dvoch vysokopostavenych predstavitelov mesta — zvy€ajne zastupcu primatora pre
kultdru, povereného ¢lena vedenia mesta (commissioner) alebo ekvivalentnu funkciu, pripadne
veducich tvorcov politik a poradcov. NajblizSi samit sa uskutocni v oktébri 2026 v Tokiu, dalSie
hostujuce mesto bude oznamené posledny den tokijského samitu.

e Stipendijné programy

Hlavnym finanénym benefitom &lenstva je pristup k programom, ktoré su vdaka externym
partnerom plne hradené. To znamena, ze mesto nemusi vynakladat vlastné prostriedky na drahé
Skolenia, cestovné naklady &i expertizu.

V pripade programu Leadership Exchange Programme je vdaka podpore Bloomberg
Philanthropies pokrytych 100% nakladov vratane cestovného pre skupinu 5 - 7 expertov mesta.
VysSka podpory, a teda naklady na realizaciu vymenného programu su vysoko variabilné a priamo
zavisia od geografickej polohy partnerského mesta. KedZe program pokryva cestovné vydavky
a prispevky na pobyt, findlny rozpocéet ovplyvriuje nielen vzdialenost(napr. Vieden vs. New York),
ale aj lokalne indexy zivotnych nakladov v danej destinacii.

Novy vzdeldvaci program Global Fellowship (v spolupraci s Dubajom) prindaSa vysoku
pridand hodnotu za dotovanu cenu. Pilotny ro¢nik (2026) je podla informacii vedenia WCCF plne
hradeny a momentalne pracuje siet na ziskani ¢o najvacsej finanénej podpory od partnerov aj pre
buduice roky. Fellowship priamo rieSi absenciu formalneho vzdeldvania pre mestskych
kultdrnych lidrov, ¢im mesto ziska vysoko kvalifikovany personal pripraveny na moderné riadenie
kultdry. Program je pristupny vyhradne pre partnerské mesta siete WCCF. Priama pridana
hodnota pre mesto je (okrem vzdelania top lidra v oblasti kultury) konkrétny projekt pre mesto, na



ktorom bude ucastnik pocas programu pod vedenim globalnych mentorov pracovat. Po ukonceni

programu tak hotovy projekt bude méct mesto priamo implementovat.

Vec

Sluzby/Plnenie WCCF

Hodnota

World Cities
Culture Report

Poskytnutie metodiky OECD,
priebezné 3-ro¢né konzultdcie,
publikovanie v sprave WCCF
(budovanie znacky mesta).

Presna suma/hodnota nie je

k dispozicii. Pre porovnanie,
jednoduchy prieskum od agentury
Focus stoji 5 — 10 tisic eur.

World Cities
Culture Summit

WCCF hradi pocas 3-driového samitu
2 zastupcom mesta ubytovanie,
miestnu dopravu a stravu. Samotna
Ucast na podujati je bezplatna.

Presné vycislenie nie je mozné.
Najblizsi samit sa uskutocni v oktdbri
2026 v Tokiu, hodnota sluZieb
(ubytovanie, lokalna doprava

a strava) tak moze byt odhadom
2000 eur. U¢astnicke poplatky na
porovnatelnych prestiznych
svetovych podujatiach sa pohybuju
v tisicoch eur za osobu.

Leadership
exchange
programme

100% nakladov pokrytych vdaka
podpore Bloomberg Philanthropies
pre skupinu 5 — 7 0sob.

Hodnota je vysoko variabilnd, zavisi
od geografickej polohy
partnerského mesta (letenky New
York vs. doprava Vieden) ako aj
lokalneho indexu zivotnych nakladov
v danej destinacii.

Global Fellowship

Pilotny projekt 2026 v spolupraci

s Dubajom je plne hradeny. Zahfna:
tyzdriovu rezidenciu v Dubaji, ucast
na samite v Tokiu, online kurzy od
globdlnych lidrov, mentoring
podporujuci individualny projekt
rezidenta, ktory v ramci Stipendia
pripravi pre mesto.

Presné vycislenie, vzhladom na
rozsah a kvalitu ponukanej sluzby,
nie je mozné. Okrem hradenia
leteniek ¢i mentoringu je potrebné
nazerat na program ako investiciu
mesta do profesionalizacie
vyslaného experta a ,,ceny” projektu,
ktory bude nasledne v meste
implementovat.
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Save the Date

Dear Matuas Vallo,

I am delighted to invite you to European Cities Unite:
Culture in a Changing World a high-level meeting for leaders
and policymakers of European cities on 14-15 October 2025 in
Amsterdam. This European meeting is part of the pre -summit
programme of the 14™ World Cities Culture Summit 2025 on
15-17 October 2025 hosted by the City of Amsterdam under
the theme Stronger Together: Culture in a Changing World.

With growing societal and political challenges, European cities are stepping up to
shape cultural policy and international exchange. Amsterdam is committed to this
mission, working to strengthen collaboration among European cities and drive
innovation in cultural policies.

Key outcomes for the event:

* A commitment to European and international cultural (policy) collaboration.
* Exploring joint EU projects for culture and creative industries.

* Building on European networks for culture and strengthening relationships.

Programme Overview

Tuesday 14 October

11:30 Lunch and networking

12:30 Welcome and Plenary session

15:00 Strategic sessions on European partnerships

16:30 Closing Plenary

19:00 Evening reception 14™ World Cities Culture Summit at Hoxton Lloyd Hotel

Wednesday 15 October
10:00-12.30 Opening Ceremony of the 14™ World Cities Culture Summit 2025,
Stronger together: Culture in a changing world

\§

Confirm your attendance

We welcome up to two leaders from your city: Deputy Mayor for Culture (or equivalent)
and senior policymakers or advisors. The City of Amsterdam will provide one night
accommodation for all delegates on Tuesday 14 October. Registration will open at the
end of April. For questions and early confirmation, please contact Marjolein Cremer,
Policy Advisor for Arts and Culture at the City of Amsterdam, at m.cremer@amsterdam.nl.

Attendance at the 14" World Cities Culture Summit

If you are not a Member City of the World Cities Culture Forum, but wish to attend
the three-day World Cities Culture Summit, you can apply to join as an Observer City.
The Summit brings together over 100 city leaders and is often described as

‘a masterclass in cultural policy’. Details for participation are in the attached letter.

We look forward to your response and hope to welcome you this October to Amsterdam!

Yours sincerely,

Touria Meliani
Deputy Mayor for Arts and Culture

City of Amsterdam

European cities unite:
Culture In a
changing world
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CITY CALL
EUROPEAN CITIES UNITE for a strong cultural future

On 14 October 2025, Deputy Mayors for Culture from Europe’s leading cities gather in Amsterdam for
the European pre-summit of the World Cities Culture Summit, European Cities Unite: Culture in a
Changing World.

We warmly welcome the European Commission’s commitment to culture: the proposal doubling the
culture budget in AgoraEU (2028-2034), the development of the new Culture Compass strategy, and
EU’s engagement to strengthening culture and values. These steps underline that culture is essential to
society and confirm the EU’s intention to make it a stronger pillar of Europe’s future. We see AgoraEU as
a crucial link between culture and Europe'’s core values of inclusion and equality; and we encourage the
European Commission to involve cities in this transformative process.

Cities are where these values are lived and defended every day. As Europe faces profound geopolitical,
economic, and social pressures, democratic values can no longer be taken for granted. Culture is a basic
need and a strategic tool to protect democracy, strengthen social cohesion, and build trust. It also drives
competitiveness, innovation, and resilience by developing skills, attracting talent, and creating new
solutions.

Therefore, as cities, we look forward to working closely with the European Commission and stand ready
to act as strategic partners in achieving Europe’s ambitions. Together with city networks and partners,
we are prepared to co-create and co-invest with the European Commission to turn vision into action.
Starting now.

Together, we call on the European Commission to include cities in the Culture Compass, the new
strategic framework for EU cultural policy. And to take three concrete actions to give cities and
culture a key role in European cohesion policy, decision-making and funding in the next Multiannual
Financial Framework.

ACTION 1: Position culture in EU innovation& Cohesion funds

Give cities a key role in culture-driven solutions in EU innovation and cohesion funds. Specifically in
the National and Regional Partnership Plans. This will complement AgoraEU by positioning culture as a
driver of innovation, creating new solutions and resilience across EU policy areas.



To ensure that culture is embedded in Europe’s innovation and Cohesion policy, we call for a
dedicated cultural strand within the proposed European Competitiveness Funds — including Horizon
Europe and Innovation Fund.

ACTION 2: Include cities in the governance of AgoraEU

Cities are home to the majority of Europe’s cultural organisations and spaces and are well-placed to
connect EU ambitions with citizens. Yet their role in Creative Europe has been mostly ad hoc, with
decision-making led mostly by national representatives. We call for cities to be strategic partners, not
just applicants, to ensure these programmes deliver real impact locally.

We urge the European Commission to establish a formal governance structure within a dedicated
cultural strand of AgoraEU that provides cities, urban networks, and their cultural counterparts with
a permanent, influential voice, in line with multilevel governance principles used in Horizon Europe
and Cohesion Policy. This structure would facilitate the integration of essential expertise into
priority-setting, calls, and programme design, ultimately enhancing the EU’s ability to deliver
tangible, impactful results at the local level.

ACTION 3: Launch a City Culture Fund

The scale of today’s social, digital, and green transitions demands stronger alignment between EU and
city investments. Yet funding for city-led European cultural initiatives remains fragmented and
insufficient. Success rates within the culture strand of the Creative Europe-programme show
consistently high demand, with many high-quality projects left unfunded due to limited resources.
European cities already invest heavily in culture and the creative industries, but together with the EU we
can achieve far greater impact.

We propose a City Culture Fund under AgoraEU.
This co-funding instrument would allow cities, the EU, philanthropy and private partners to pool
resources, knowledge and capacity; and finance cultural projects in and with cities, ensuring greater

impact and long-term commitment.

We are ready.
Let’s invest in Europe’s cultural future together.

* Signed by the Deputy Mayors for Culture of Amsterdam, London, Helsinki, ...*

In partnership with the City of Amsterdam, World Cities Culture Forum,
Eurocities, European Cultural Foundation, and EIT Culture & Creativity.




WORLD

CITIES
C U I-T U R E 1. Contractual parties

F O R U M This contractual agreement (the “Agreement”) commences on 1
April 2026

between:

City Partnership Agreement

[Enter city name and address and, if applicable, representing
party] (the “City Partner”)
and

WCCF LTD, Studio Smithfield, 1 East Poultry Avenue,
LONDON, EC1A 9PT (“WCCF”)




2. Contract scope

The City Partner wishes to contract with the WCCF for the provision
of the services as listed and described in Appendix 1 by WCCF to
the City Partner. Any variation to the services provided shall be
agreed by the parties in writing.

By signing this agreement, the City Partner agrees to support
WCCF’s mission and to adhere to the principles of the Seoul
Declaration set out in Appendix 2 as may be amended, restated or
replaced from time to time.

3. Duration of contract

This agreement shall commence on 1 April 2026 and the initial term
shall continue until 31 March [2028] (the “Initial Term”), unless
terminated earlier pursuant to sections 8, 9 and 10 of this
agreement. If the City Partner does not provide written notice to
WCCF by 1 March of each year in respect of a year after the Initial
Term to Laia Gasch by email at
laia.gasch@worldcitiescultureforum.com, the agreement shall
remain in place for the following year and WCCF will invoice the City
Partner accordingly.

The duration of the contract shall not be affected by any suspension
in accordance with clause 8, save where it is subsequently
terminated due to a suspension still existing at the end of an annual
period.

4. Fees

In consideration of the services provided by WCCF, the City Partner
will pay [a one-time joining fee £21,000 to include participation in the
network for year 1 and year 2] followed by an annual fee thereafter.
WCCEF reserves the right to increase the annual fee in its discretion
for future years and shall notify the City Partner of any anticipated
increase by at least 30 days before the start of the next annual

period, as applicable. In consideration for the fee, the City Partner
shall receive the services as listed and described in Appendix 1 for
the term of this agreement.

The above fee is exclusive of any VAT or other tax that may be
applicable due to regulations in the UK or the country in which the
City Partner is located.

In order to protect the WCCF from fluctuating exchange rates
between the date of issuing an invoice and payment being received,
a 7.5% surcharge will be applied to invoices and payments in
currencies other than GBP. WCCF will issue an invoice addressed
to:

[City Partner to complete]

Payment shall be made to the following account within 30 days of
the invoice date.

Name on the account: WCCF Ltd
Account Holder’'s Address: WCCF LTD, Studio Smithfield, 1 East

Poultry Avenue, LONDON, EC1A 9PT

Bank Name: The Co-Operative Bank plc

Bank address: P.O. Box 101, 1 Balloon Street, Manchester M60
4EP

Swift address/BIC: CPBKGB22

Account number: 63064148

Sort Code: 089299

Payment of the invoice shall constitute the City Partner’s
acceptance of the terms and conditions of this Agreement.

5. Data protection

WCCF processes personal data about representatives of City
Partners as explained in the Privacy Notice at Appendix 3. As set
out in that Privacy Notice, WCCF shares contact information
(names, job titles and emails) of those representatives with other
City Partners. If any City Partner representative does not wish for



these details to be shared, the City Partner or such representative
should notify WCCF.

The City Partner agrees to provide a copy of the WCCF Privacy
Notice (as attached at Appendix 3 and/or as may be updated and
provided to the City Partner by WCCF from time to time) to its
representatives or other associated individuals whose personal data
WCCF may process in connection with this agreement.

6. Confidentiality

All data indicators will be kept confidential and no data shall be used
for any other purpose until the launch of the research reports (such
as the World Cities Culture Report) and the City Partner’s written
confirmation that the data concerning itself can be published on the
WCCF website.

The parties acknowledge a duty during and after the term of this
agreement to not disclose without the relevant party’s prior written
permission any confidential information either concerning the other’s
business, its business plans, customers or associated companies or
any of the following information in respect of any other WCCF City
Partner.

7. Intellectual Property

The World Cities Culture Forum is founded on an open data policy.
Data indicators that are collected as part of the research will be
made publicly available in a synthesised form in the final report. Any
data used or created in the project will be released as open data on
an online web database platform subject to City Partner approval.

The intellectual property rights of the future editions of the World
Cities Culture Report (unless otherwise stated) and policy briefings
will be owned by WCCF. By contracting with the World Cities
Culture Forum, for the duration of this agreement (and any
subsequent renewal), and provided that the translation credits
WCCF as the originator of the initiative, the City Partner is granted

the right to translate future reports, the World Cities Culture Report,
and World Cities Culture Forum policy briefings in adherence with
the WCCF brand guidelines (to be supplied separately) and subject
to review and approval from the World Cities Culture Forum, the City
Partner may distribute the same as it deems appropriate.

8. Termination

Either party may terminate this agreement forthwith by notice in
writing to the other if the other party:

a) is in material breach of any of the terms of this agreement and, in
the case of a breach capable of remedy, fails to remedy such
breach within 30 days of receipt of written notice giving full
particulars of the breach and of the steps required to remedy it; or

b) passes a resolution for winding up (otherwise than for the
purposes of a solvent amalgamation or reconstruction) or a court
makes an order to that effect; or becomes or is declared insolvent or
convenes a meeting of or makes or proposes to make any
arrangement or composition with its creditors; or has a liquidator,
receiver, administrator, administrative receiver, manager, trustee or
similar officer appointed over any of its assets; or ceases, or
threatens to cease, to carry on business.

In respect of years following the Initial Term, the City Partner may
terminate this agreement by notifying the WCCF at least 30 days in
advance of the start of the new annual period. If a biennial or
triennial fee has been paid, and the City Partner wishes to terminate
prior to the end of the second or third year (as applicable), the
WCCEF shall, subject to applicable law and regulation and there
being no material administrative or operational issues associated
therewith, return any fees paid on a prorated basis to the City
Partner as soon as is reasonably practicable.

WCCF may (i) suspend the City Partner’s rights and obligations
under this Agreement or (ii) terminate this Agreement without prior
notice if WCCF (acting in its sole discretion) determines that the



association or affiliation of the City Partner with WCCF could bring
WCCF into disrepute or otherwise result in a material disadvantage
to WCCF (the “Trigger Circumstances”). If the suspension is
continuing as of 31 March, this Agreement shall terminate prior to
the commencement of the next annual period. Subject to the
foregoing, WCCF may determine to lift the suspension if it
determines (acting in its sole discretion) that the consequences of
the Trigger Circumstances are no longer applicable. Upon the
termination of this Agreement pursuant to this clause, WCCF shall,
subject to applicable law and regulation and there being no material
administrative or operational issues associated therewith, return any
fees paid on a prorated basis to the City Partner as soon as is
reasonably practicable.

9. Force Majeure

If due to war, strikes, industrial action short of a strike, import or
export embargo, lockouts or lockdowns, accidents, fire, blockade,
flood, pandemics or disease, natural catastrophes or other obstacles
out of the control of the parties (“Force Majeure Event”), WCCF
fails to perform any of its obligations under this agreement, WCCF
shall not be held responsible for any loss or damage which may be
incurred as a result of such failure. Should the Force Majeure Event
continue for longer than 60 days, the City Partner shall have the
option of terminating this agreement immediately without further
liability other than such liabilities as have already accrued when the
term ends.

For the avoidance of doubt, if the City Partner is unable to
participate in WCCF (including attend its events) due to domestic
laws and/or regulations applicable to the City Partner, this will not
constitute a Force Majeure Event. WCCF shall, in any event, use
reasonable efforts to provide for attendance at its events by
virtual/hybrid means so as to enable the participation of the City
Partner if physical participation is the concern.

10. WCCF Organisation

Should WCCF undertake a reorganisation such that its corporate
form changes from a private company limited by guarantee without
share capital to a charitable incorporated organisation during the
term of this agreement, the parties agree that the City Partner shall
be entitled to contract with the new charitable incorporated
organisation on such terms as may apply from time to time, subject
to completion by the City Partner of any procedural formalities as
required in relation thereto to the satisfaction of WCCF.

11. Survival of Obligations on Termination

The following clauses shall survive the end of the term:
Section 5: Data Protection
Section 6: Confidentiality

Section 7: Intellectual Property

12. Miscellaneous

Governing Law & Jurisdiction. This agreement is governed by the
law of England and Wales and subject to the jurisdiction of the
English Courts.

Entire Agreement. This agreement constitutes the entire
agreement and understanding of the parties and supersedes any
previous agreement between the parties relating to the subject
matter of this agreement.

No Waiver. No failure to exercise or delay in exercising any right or
remedy under this agreement shall constitute a waiver thereof and
no single or partial exercise of any right or remedy under this
agreement shall preclude or restrict any further exercise of such
right or remedy. The rights and remedies contained in this
agreement are cumulative and not exclusive of any rights and
remedies provided by law.



No Partnership or Agency. Notwithstanding the use of the word
‘Partner’ in this agreement, for the avoidance of doubt, nothing in
this agreement is intended to, or shall be deemed to, establish any
partnership or joint venture in any jurisdiction between any of the
parties, constitute any party the agent of another party, or authorise
any party to make or enter into any commitments for or on behalf of
any other party.

Each party confirms it is acting on its own behalf and not for the
benefit of any other person.

Severance. If any term or provision in this agreement shall in whole
or in part be held to any extent to be illegal or unenforceable under
any enactment or rule of law in any jurisdiction that term or provision
or part shall to that extent be deemed not to form part of this
agreement in that jurisdiction and the enforceability of the remainder
of this agreement or of the agreement in any other jurisdiction shall
not be affected thereby.

Signed by:

WCCF Ltd Name :
On behalf of : City Partner

Date: Date:



Appendix 1: Partner City Services and
Participation

In order for WCCF to provide its service to City Partners, the City
Partner is required to provide its active participation.

The WCCF team are always available to discuss queries or ideas
you may have in relation to the services we provide to you. It is
important that City Partners contribute to discussions, research and
summit in a collaborative and supportive manner, recognising the
many different contexts in which WCCF operates.

WCCF refers City Partners to the 2018 Seoul Declaration in
Appendix 2 as a pledge from City Partners to make culture available
to and empowering for all citizens.

1. Network and Exchange

WCCF will provide the following services to City Partners through
which City Partners will access, share and promote actions around
the future of culture in World Cities. WCCF will draw on network
expertise and resources to support challenges Partner Cities are
facing.

1.1 City Partners agree to participate in a peer network with a
dedicated point of contact to facilitate city-to-city connections

1.2 WCCF will provide the opportunity for selected cities to take part
in its Leadership Exchange Programme with other cities to
share challenges and learning.

1.3 WCCF will provide City Partners with a quarterly newsletter with
news from around the network, which WCCF will coordinate.

1.4 WCCF will provide the opportunity for City Partners to take on
individual leadership within the network at partner and regional
events through the Speakers Bureau.

1.5 WCCF will supply access for City Partners to an exclusive
online platform to share research and news within the network.

1.6 WCCF will grant City Partners access to regular exclusive City
Webinar series, to share case studies, challenges and learnings

2. World Cities Culture Summit

WCCF will organise the World Cities Culture Summit, which will
enable City Partners to debate issues and share their approaches to
using culture for a sustainable urban future.

2.1 Summit Participation

o City Partners will receive invitations from WCCF for two
senior policymakers to participate in the full programme.

2.2. Summit Policy Briefings

o  WCCF will share a policy briefing with City Partners which
provides a framework for summit discussions.

2.3. Input into Summit Programme

o  WCCF will consult City Partners about the content of the
Summit programme and how they wish to participate.

24. Summit and Event Hosting

e  WCCF will invite City Partners to bid to host future annual
summits and will send City Partners an expression of
interest form through which they can indicate their interest.



e In addition to the opportunity to host the Summit, City
Partners may propose the organisation of activities such as
themed symposia and research workshops in partnership
with WCCF, subject to adherence to the WCCF partnership
framework (available on request).

3. World Cities Culture Report

WCCF will prepare a World Cities Culture Report, which is a
significant compendium of data and policy best practice about
culture and world cities. It looks at how cities are leading through
their cultural policy. The report is an opportunity for City Partners to
showcase their innovative programme, original approaches and
responses to the challenges they face. It also highlights emerging
trends and developing issues over the next years. To this end, City
Partners agree to:

3.1. contribute to future World Cities Culture Reports; and

3.2 supply up to date city data to WCCF for the online global index
on an ongoing basis.

Appendix 2: World Cities Culture Forum
Ethos (Seoul Declaration 2018)

City Partners are committed to the following:

e To ensure that culture is a golden thread in all aspects of
city policy, whether that might be housing or transport,
health or education.

e To make culture available to and empowering for all
citizens. Recognising that world cities are the workplaces,
inspirations, safe harbours and homes of outward-looking,
open-minded citizens.

e To generate and learn from evidence and research, in
pursuit of an enlightened and progressive approach to
policy development and implementation.

e To act as leaders in our field and to continue to collaborate
in the face of shared challenges and shared opportunities,
as identified by the World Cities Culture Forum through its
events, publications and networks.

While also being dedicated to:

e Pressing ahead with Making Space for Culture: to protect
and preserve the places that make our cities what they are.

e Seeking out cultural responses to climate change,
recognising that artists help us to comprehend the
challenges we face.

e Speaking as one voice on behalf of all global citizens. To
represent those who value humanist values of openness,
exploration and free enquiry. Global citizens value free
expression and understand that art does not respect
national boundaries.

e Developing the work of the World Cities Culture Forum
through its Leadership Exchange Programme.



Appendix 3: Privacy Notice

WCCF needs to process certain Personal Data in relation to the
people and cities that we work with when carrying out our activities
to enable us to, amongst other things:

e carry out and promote our educational and charitable
mission;

e monitor and evaluate our reach and impact;
e hold WCCF events and facilitate participation;

e keep and update a relationship database consisting of
partner and city contacts; and

e inform others of the work we are doing that may benefit
them.

WCCF recognises the importance of the correct and lawful
treatment of Personal Data and that the failure to do so can cause
real harm and distress to the individual to whom the information
relates and also cause harm to WCCF'’s reputation and trust.

WCCF has a Data Protection Policy which complies with the
General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and the Data
Protection Act 2018 (UK). GDPR applies whenever there is
Processing of Personal Data belonging to a Data Subject in the
European Union or the United Kingdom, or in the context of the
activities of a Controller or Processor in the EU or UK regardless of
where the Processing takes place. Whilst GDPR governs the
Processing of Personal Data for Data Subjects within (or in the
context of an organisation within) the European Union and the
United Kingdom, this policy will govern how WCCF treats ALL
Personal Data, to ensure a consistent framework and standard of
compliance.
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